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The following article includes pertinent information that may cause you to reconsider what you thought you
understood. The most important thing is to study with an open mind and be willing to revise your understanding if
necessary.

PIONEER ERA (1889-1898)

This era began when vendors and exhibitors at the French Exposition in France (1889) started selling picture
postcards. They gained much popularity and helped keep postcards in circulation. They are scarce today and
have combinations of the following distinctions:

Undivided backs (no line dividing address and message) Does not say "Authorized by Act of Congress"” in byline.
If American, they have a Grant or Jefferson head stamp, most are multiple view cards postage rate, if listed, will
be 2 cents. It is usually called Mail Card or Souvenir Card mostly used in larger Eastern cities/

PRIVATE MAILING CARD ERA (1898-1901)

As of May 19, 1898, government gave private printers permission to both sell and print postcards inscribed with
the words "Private Mailing Card." (Abbreviated today as PMCs). Many Pioneer Era cards were reprinted as
PMCs. Postcards of this era have undivided backs as well. You were still not able to write on the back of the Post
Card forcing people to write on the front. During this period around 1900, Real Photo postcards (RPs, postcards
on film stock: i.e. pictures) began to come into use. These early real photo images were mainly advertisements.

So far, we've uncovered some interesting facts about Post Card. You may decide that the following information is
even more interesting.

In 1898 postage required for mailing a postcard was reduced from 2 cents to 1 cent.
UNDIVIDED BACK ERA (1901-1907)

As of December 24, 1901, printers were allowed to use "Post Card" on the backs of their cards. All of these cards
had undivided backs (Writing was still not permitted on the address side). For Undivided Back Era postcards,
writing on the front is acceptable, not usually decreasing the condition grade of these cards but there are
exceptions to every rule. The publishing of printed postcards during this time doubled almost every six months! In
addition, European publishers opened offices in the U.S. and imported millions of high-quality postcards. By 1907,
European publishers accounted for over 75% of all postcards sold in the U.S. The popularity of lithographed cards
caught Eastman-Kodak's attention as well. His company issued an affordable "Folding Pocket Kodak" camera
around 1906. This enabled the mass public to take black & white photographs and have them printed directly onto
paper with postcard backs. Various other models of

Kodak "postcard” cameras followed resulting in an explosion in the real photo postcard era. These cameras
shared two unique features: their negatives were postcard size (the major reason why so many of these images
are so clear) and they had a small thin door at the back that, when lifted, enabled the photographer to write an
identifying caption or comment on the negative itself with an attached metal scribe. Also interesting to note is at
the end of this period in time, the picture postcard hobby became the greatest collectible hobby that the world has
ever known and still today is one of the most desired collectibles. The official figures from the U.S. Post Office for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1908, cite 677,777,798 postcards were mailed. That was at a time when the total
population of the U.S. was 88,700,000. That is an amazing piece of American trivia!
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