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Since medical tourism is very much a part of health care, it is only important that you review the several questions
and issues raised about the subject. There are now a variety of agencies that continues to observe the activities
and practices all over the globe, to ensure that patients get the best and safest medical treatment available. You
have to learn more about the agencies so you can make the necessary precautions to stay safe and healthy.

About the Groups

There are a number of factors to consider when going for medical tourism. Some of the inclusions are quality
assurance, evidence-based practices and medications and international health care accreditation. In America, the
Joint Commission International or JCI is the most well-known accreditation group. Since 1999, the group has
been checking and accrediting health care institutions outside the United States. Several medical institutions at
present find that being accredited by JCI helps them get the trust of many American patients.

The Joint Commission is connected with JCI in America. The two groups are independent private groups that do
not function for profit. These groups try to develop internationally and nationally recognized standards and
processes to boost patient safety and health care. These groups work with different hospitals to ensure that the
health care organizations meet the standards of patient care.

More Groups

The information about Medical Tourism presented here will do one of two things: either it will reinforce what you
know about Medical Tourism or it will teach you something new. Both are good outcomes.

The Trent International Accreditation Scheme in Hong Kong and the United Kingdom is also considered an
important agency when it comes to medical tourism. The schemes of accreditation groups can change in terms of
cost, size, quality, skill and purpose. The cost to health care groups and hospitals can also change. A number of
hospitals are aiming for dual international accreditation. JCI is responsible for attracting American patients, while
Trent is good for attracting European clients.

Before you go for any medical group abroad, you have to check the background first and ask for a number of
accreditations to make sure that you are only dealing with professionals who are well-trained and updated about
the latest practices and technology. Not complying with this practice can lead to dangerous and life-threatening
procedures.

Other Responsible Agencies

The Medical Tourism Association is a pioneer non-profit trade group for medical tourism. It is comprised of health
care providers, international hospitals, insurance companies, medical travel advisers and other agencies that
commit to providing patients with excellent health care globally. The three tenets of the agency are
Communication, Education and Transparency.

The SOFIHA or Society for International Health Care Accreditation is another group that gives forums and
discussions about standard practice and ideal patient care. The role of the group is to ensure that hospitals give
the best environment for treating patients.

The UKAF or United Kingdom Accreditation Forum is another big network, comprised of accreditation groups with
the objective of sharing new ideas and standard practice to help organizations implement standards safely and
successfully. Some of the activities done by the network include training, evaluation, recuritment, monitoring and
recognizing accreditation awards by different health institutions.
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