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My first introduction to film in school was during a film analysis class, although technically, it was classified as a
philosophy class.  The professor was quite pompous and made a big deal out of discussing how to actively view a
film.  No speaking was allowed, and we were to take notes while viewing.  He was a little like the Movie Nazi.  We
discussed film theory and the power of the director in the making of a film at great length.   

As a cultural phenomenon, film traces the human need to tell stories back to our oral traditions.  Aside from
recording history, we all want to be entertained and we all want to hear a good story.  If you are going to make a
film, you have to have a great story and then be willing to run with it.  Talk it up to everyone you know.  Enlist the
help of others and win them over to the cause of your film.  Give your film a catchy name--one that will pop out of
people's mouths. 

Promote your film shamelessly before you ever have anything in the can.  Sell T Shirts with your film logos and
sell bumper stickers.  Make a website and develop a fan base.  Start a blog and be just as edgy and out there as
you can, but make sure that people have your film's name on their lips, regardless of how good  it is. 

I have a friend who produced a film about her high school experience 10 years ago, and this summer it will be
distributed.  She developed a website, sold things from her film promotion stock, and made a very good fan base
for herself before the film was even edited. Her fan base, through the purchase of T-shirts and other promotional
items, paid for various things throughout production of the film. She managed to get it made and now her film has
been picked up for distribution 10 years later.

Now that we've covered those aspects of Film Making, let's turn to some of the other factors that need to be
considered.

To be a filmmaker is to have a big picture mentality on a small picture budget.  It is tough to stay true to the
storyline when you have a bottom line that is keeping you from the production. One of the reasons you want to
talk your film up is that, in the beginning, you will need to find a crew.  Usually you will have to use talent that is
willing to work for nothing (or next to nothing).  You may have to act in your own film as well....and write, direct it,
and edit it.  Do what you have to do to get the film "in the can" and ready to edit.  

You will have to develop tunnel vision with the project.  If you have a day job, get used to the idea that you may
have to take an extra job for a while to buy a camera or other necessary equipment for shooting.  If you have the
good fortune to still be a student you have great resources for equipment.  If you are not a student, then maybe
you can decide to go back to school and study film.  You will have at your disposal some of the best resources an
aspiring filmmaker can have.  Film programs at universities have awesome loan programs that are a hidden
resource.  

At college, while you can take film equipment out on loan, you may also have access to edit bays and sound
booths.  In some cases, they are available 24 hours a day.  Students are up all night anyway, right?  Also, when
forming a production crew, students provide good talent for your film when you are in need of actors.  You may
want to take turns crewing for your friends' films, and they, in turn, will act in yours.  Do what you can to build a
crew, gather the bare minimum of equipment needed to shoot, and develop a shooting schedule.  Once you have
the crew and the guns to shoot, everything starts to gel.  Press onward.
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